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I read him now) but I remember he commendeth this kynde
of exercise, and sayth, that it wrestleth agaynst many kindes
of diseases. In the reverence of God let it be continued.
Let a proclamation goe forth, charging the Justices of peace,
that they see such Actes and Statutes kept, as were made for
this purpose.
5       FOOTBALL
W. H. Bliss, Calendar of Papal Letters, vol. H. (1895) p. 214. A.D. 1321.
Papal grace to a canon of Shouldham.
To William de Spalding, canon of Sculdham, of the order
of Sempingharn. During a game of ball [ad pilam~\, as he
kicked the ball [aim fede\ a lay friend of his, also called
William, ran against him and wounded himself on a sheathed
knife carried by the canon, so severely that he died within six
days. Dispensation is granted, as no blame is attached to
William de Spalding, who feeling deeply the death of his
friend, and, fearing what might be said by his enemies, has
applied to the Pope.
6       FORBIDDEN TOURNEYS
Few things are more surprising to the casual reader of medieval
documents than to find that tournaments were always forbidden by the
Church, and frequently by the State. As Le*on Gautier puts it (La
Chevalerie, pp. 681, 683), " From Innocent II. to Clement V. (i.e. 1143 to
1314) we get a long series of anathemas and papal thunderbolts....
Philippe-Auguste once made his children swear to take no part in any
tourney..,But Popes and Kings were impotent here, and men laughed at
their prohibitions.'7 C. H. Cooper's Annals of Cambridge contains
several prohibitions on the part of Henry III. of tourneys about to be held
in that royal borough, e.g. under the years 1234,1236, 1245, 1251. During
the Hundred Years* War, tourneys were often encouraged by the French
Kings, but far less often permitted by the more business-like English
sovereigns.
With Miracle-Plays, as with Church Ales and a good many similar
festivals, the Church began with prohibition, but finally accepted foe fait
accompli and attempted to regulate it Dancing is almost universally
condemned by the medieval moralist: see my Chaucer andkis England^
p. 108.
(a) Trevisa's Higcten^ vm. 135.   A,B* 1195.
For \t$e of yonge knyghtes, as it were to make them alle
to fighte in bataile, that tyme tournamentis, that were left of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